University of Nebraska - Lincoln

DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Robert F. Diffendal, Jr., Publications

Natural Resources, School of

2014

Some Reflections on Our Experiences at Sun Yatsen University Since 1985
Robert F. Diffendal Jr.
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, rdiffendal1@unl.edu

Anne P. Diffendal
adiffendal@windstream.net

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/diffendal
Part of the Geology Commons, Geomorphology Commons, Hydrology Commons, and the
Stratigraphy Commons
Diffendal, Robert F. Jr. and Diffendal, Anne P., "Some Reflections on Our Experiences at Sun Yat-sen University Since 1985" (2014).
Robert F. Diffendal, Jr., Publications. 52.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/diffendal/52

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Natural Resources, School of at DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Robert F. Diffendal, Jr., Publications by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska Lincoln.

Note:
Chinese: pp. 130–143
English: pp. 144–152

~w*~~~~wn+~~~~~*x•1~w*~~~w~~~~I
~~1?1Gflla.

-}fN:

~w*~ili#&*±, 2014.

10

ISBN 978 - 7 - 306 - 05046 - 5

t±I JI& A : tt<

~

~~tltli&*~: $!1919~

Jlf fH!iH~:

$! 1919~

tt!Hiia:it: ;j;fg@'.$
Jlffftltx-tl":i*~~

Jlf fHitliV: M¥1UJf
tll AAtiiJl' : !ft LlJ :k~ tll AA U
tliV~~Ef!illi
2t:fT~Ef!illi

(020) 84111996, 84113349, 84110779
(020) 84111998, 84111160

:Ill:: r~mrtJtir1U!f~ Bs %
tliV: 510215
f1;(1!:: co20) 84036565
fl1 .!lltl :1r = ffll wrtJre- x~ ~ fl1,ffltllf15& 0

ill!
m~

:m:

m

787mm x 1092mm
1116
14. 25 f!J*
291 T-'¥
AA7X.f!171i:.: 20141¥- 10 Am 1 AA 20141¥-10 Am 1 {Xf!J,ljltl
~
fir: 39. 80 5G
~

Festschrift for the Department of Earth Science's 90th anniversary
Edited by Department of Earth Science,SYSU.
Printed by Sun Yat-sen University Press,Guangzhou.

Contents
A leading authority group in the history of Department of Earth Science,SYSU······
.............................................................................. zhou Yongzhang C1)
Professor Misch, a well-known geologist who was a teacher in Department of
Geology, SYSU 70s years ago" .......................... · .................. · Kerry Zhang
(5)

Three parts of reminiscence of my mother school, SYSU .. · ..... ·· .. Yang Chaoqun
(15)

The beautiful campus in Shipai, Guangzhou and my unforgettable happy time in
SYSU .. · · .... · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · · .... · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · · · · · .... · · .... · .. · .. · · .... ·Yin Peiji
(19)

Some photos of SYSU in shipai, Guangzhou ................................. Li Zhaolin
(21)

Recollection

of

professor

Chen

Guoda,

a

practitioner

of

Scientific

spirit .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · · .... · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. ·Zou Heping
(26)

I honor the memory of my well-beloved tutor, professor Fang Ruilian .. ·Zhu Sulin
(29)

We

honor

the

memory

of

our

well-beloved

tutor,

professor

Deng

Haiquan .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. · .. ·· .. · .. Wang Rongyao and Chen Zhizhong

(31)

Recollection of professor Huang Yukun and his plain but great life···Zou Heping (34)
Professor Huang Yukun's contribution was extensive all over the wild, on the
mountains and beside the rivers .... ·· .. · .. · · ............................ · .. ·Zhang Ke C3 9)

I

honor

the

memory

of

my

well-beloved

tutor,

professor

Huang

Yukun······ ........................................................................ zhong Yi (42)

Recollection of my father, Huang Yukun · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·······Huang Xinqing C44)
Administrative measure, like maximizing talent and strengthening fundamental
is

research,

widely

praised ............................................................................................. .
.. .. .. · · · · · ...... · .. · .. ·· .. · .... ·Qiu Yuanxi, Xia Fa, Wang Jiangke and Liang Zhirong( 46)
Record of Yang Chaoqun's wonderful life and his performance, which reflect Yang's
chase

for

the

past

60

years····· ....................................................................................... .
· · · · · ·······Ding Jiaming, Ding Xiaoran, Yuan Qianting, Zhu Jiawen and Tan Yuan C48)
Department

of

Geology's

shutting

and

re-running

in

the

past

90

years········· ........... ······· .. ····· .. · .. ····················· .. · .. ···· ... Chen Zhizhong ( 54)
We

should

continue

to

pursue

and

promote

our

Geological

career ..................................................................... Li Zhaolin (59)

Department of Geology that I know in the beginning of 1990s ......... zhao Buyi (74)
Work review of Department of Earth Science' leading group between 1996 and

2000 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · .. Chen Guoneng
(78)
Some memory of my beloved mother department····· ............. zhou Yongzhang(81)
My impression of Department of Earth Science in 21st century······ Zheng Zhuo ( 90)
The

general

situation

of

isotope

laboratory'

construction

in

1980s ...................................................... Liang Zhirong and Liu Yijun ( 121)
Some reflections on Our Experiences at Sun Yat-sen University Since 1985·· .... Dr.
Rebert F. Diffendal,Jr. And Dr. Anne P. Diffendal (Translated by Shi Chaofan) ( 130)
reflections

Some

on

Our Experiences

at

Sun

Yat-sen

University

Since

1985 .. · · · · · · · · · .... · · · .. · .. · · .. Dr. Rebert F. Diffendal,Jr. And Dr. Anne P. Diffendal
(144)

Geological

investigation

team

of

Department

of

Geology··· .. ·· .... · .. ···· .. ······· .. ············· .. ······· Li Guoqiang and Wu Huaxin ( 153)
Department of Geology and I was growing simultaneously ...... ··· Wang Jiangke( 155)
Review of sedimentary subject's establishment and development in Department of
Geology .. · · · · · .. · .... · · · · .. · .. · · · · · .. · · · .. · · .. · .... · .. · · .. · .... · .. · · · · · · · .. · .. ·Liang Baihe
( 163)
My

dedication

to

Geology

and

Geological

education

in

my

whole

life· .... ······· .. ·· .... · .. ·· .. · .... · .. ·· .. ··· .. · .. ········ .... ·· .. ··· .. · .. · .. ·· .. Yao Dexian ( 168)
Our passionate youth in Department of Geology··· ···He Zhongrong and Wu Jinai
( 173)
Something about my 58th classmates·· .......... · · .. · .. · · · · .. · · .. ··· .. ··Shan Huizhen

( 177)
Photos of my 58th classmates···································· ·········Zhang Yuqian
(181)

Two

alumnus,

successful

Xiao

Qinghui

and

Han

Tonglin · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ······Chen Zhizhong and Zhang Yuqian ( 184)
I miss my mother school and department, though I am in HK·········Xun Junbin( 188)
58th classmates are a united and fraternal group··· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ···Shan Huizhen ( 190)
My career in Geology in the past 50 years········ .. ····················Huang Zhide( 192)
Two poems for my mother department .. ··········· ... ···················· Liu Chengfu
(202)
My time in Department of Geology, SYSU in 1970s · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·······Huang Xi
(203)
Exploition is the power for creation .. '.·································Liang Junping(207)
The Field Practice diary in Tianhu······················································Yang
Jianlin (210)
My

sentiment

of

the

90th

anniversary

for

Department

of

Earth

Science··································································Zhang Fengying (218)

71a# · if-:;f-=*
9if1:>f!JL

~.;,t •

if-:;f-=*

-it

20141f:A9'1w::k*Jttit'Jf•~f--l-*-*Jt-*

90 J\'iJ1f:,

5lfJiiJ~tc:ilifafn

;kjaa:>c. @HzmrxiJ1fiiJ9'1r.JJ::k*;GJJi!,~;fll~~o i&~Ji!-:ilif, afll:Xl:t
JiX% o -:itl lf1~••r:£89 ~ ic , ~*', •I!! ;fr! ifH:llfr, -:itl@l l®ilif 4i7XiJ1fiiJ i:p
::k89-1JlJ:Jm:ll:' -~~1&•0 j!®!tf*49'1ie~•·fllif 9'1 r.JJ::k*B9~:!lf@J
·tl, Aaf!lxif.P::k89$-jjtM~o § 19791f'.1t7X~:iliJ1fiiJ9'1::k, .::::. +.$1t=*,
am.!Ji!,~T9'1::k89~m~ff,JiX!iX~~. **~•@•am.~~•amo

afll Diffendal

(~~5R) -**§~00.

Robert (Bob)

(~fB~. ~fef]\

\__,,

•1:t)Apg$filWf~~~::k~B9••~•±;hoo(*•>Apg$filWf~
ffl~::k*B9m51:~•±om~tt.amtcMM$••;fll#~I~oB~9A
pg$filWT:bn::k•#~tlt18:89•~.

1980-2003 1f:faJif pg$filWT:bn::Jc~pg$

ttWf~----~M•••*~~I~.ftffijtg.~l!J,a~~:>c•o
Anne9~filff~!Effl~~~~~8{]~~-·· IE*~~ffl~~~~~;fll)Jj
51:Hll~ 9'1

,c,,J®ffiiJ o

am~9'1::kB91&$m~afilM9'11EB9•S~@o~~m5!:**·hoo

%xx1it3'-m51:,

:1t;ttx;Jiffl:fl9~!A.m51:899'1~:>coo~~~-~o

Bob if-*#M

~~~M1it3'-51:,#tttt~*;flljtg • • ,MifH~B99•~1:t•T•~tto

9

19781f:, WtiE9'1~)1~3C~-*lE~1t/F!A., afnT•~Jpg$filWT:bn+H~*•
tltiC Ronald Roskens •±tttJ{E7X1f'.1JJiJ1fiiJ9'100, 9-¥m~9'1~~tlt3tffrtJJJi
~L Jit7Xilifr, ffil~:i1!~ 25 &~~@89A±mlliJo ~M$if, a1fJ:fl$~
~Ql. TmlliJiJ1fiiJB9tlt~o a1fJ~Bt891P-f.fL (Bob Aif.$,~*~· Anne :tf pg$
ttWT:bn7H~m51:~~) ~xifafni!?XiJ1fiiJ~~T.3t~o 19791f'.2 JJ 15 a-

3 J1 1 13 , ~ ffltE i:p 00 J£ iJJ T :1 t R: , T¥f R: , _t #iJ ;fO} 1-M l'19 $Elf~ tit ( JA!. 00
1) o J!ft;f, i:p ~~~tiE 1lt1t{){{){ii Ti~ JWJ o ZE l'19JL1f i:p , Roskens ff±.!=§
i:J:i®$J!Jf~tlt~~7~~~~,Ai:J:l~~~i:pw*~<m002)0J!-~i:p
®Z:htiJ:~fllf!J~~~tl,

!@'ffli:lJ'=f,

~ff1Mll)tif~-*:i11I~1ftll.~N-*i:J:l®o

Ill 1 $'{a~ (Bob) ~~~ (Anne) 1979 .1:j:.2-3 .FJ1£i;Jl~~~.iE°M'it
B~•*~m~B•-~~~i:Jloo#r±*•xm~

m2

ll:fU~~mr±~oo 1*1:1il:J:ftWT:IJll:k~~*~trtf1~~ xiJH~ [*iii -r 1e84

.1f.1*1:1ilttWf;1Jn:k!l¥:tH-C Ronald

Roskens ( ~Jti:Jl:k;) iniDJi:JlLIJ:k~lift:Blt]

•

!¥1ttm~~-ill.IE:tm~1fJEJfll,

b\Jlt,

~1fJ..eyi:poo~TT~fmZ~a

19831¥, tEt:*J1JltftWT:b11:k~*f\~tltlRifl:tt-J Bob ii:tt~tt~~~tt-Jfi#
±~YrP Al Fagerstrom ~~Tfm¥1J,

i:f llJj;:~:tl!H*f4~*;ffi-!i:ft£pg;fjJ!)LWf:JJllj;:
~:i!!i#~m~~~:JJ11t:*J1PHLWT:JJ11:k~-4' w*~xtm::t:Yi fl , ¥iJ i:p w*~if!:~
iJUQ~~1f!fW}~_ey~:q-~~1'1~~o Bob rPJ t:*J;fJlfftWf:bll:k~ii.3<:T $if, Jf
Jl~)l Anne -fajfitr1J:o 19841¥6 fJ, ~1fJ®.:¥fJTJ:f::illJj;:~ltlt\t-lf!{~-~~
tm:i!!if o 19851¥ 4 Ji, ~1f1!&¥1JTMff:t&1*f4~*±ff•.3sJ4!.~~tm:i!!ift o
_ey-~~#}lif]§"' ~1fJ5E-T 19851¥ 11 Ji 20 8-19861¥ 1 J3 17 13ijjf'iiJ4'00
( Jl 00 3 ) o i!ZJ§" , r:kJ 1Pf.ilWT :bll :k ~ 119 53
~ ~-tl! 3f: :ii!* ¥1J i:f JlJ :k ~ ijj:
~a 19851¥ 11 Ji 22 S, ~1fJ11£i51fH, *¥1J T i:f :k, :tftt!Jtt-J:t(t-f~T,

-m

~:tEoo~~~x•~~fitt-J•m.i!m&~T~fi•~~~i:f*tt-J~EJr

(Jlih004)o

m 3 19a5 lf=:.if:Ji~fa~ { BobJ,

al# (Mf.Elfiifl

~IL'TiJIHl3itlf~~&:mHt*i

Yili i£:ii!.l»i~ ~j;:flfiji!{J~~
[~ft~~~=~•,*~~<~!lifi»~m~,*~~,~~~,~~m,1*~~,~~

~ (~!}iii)_ 1**~' 1*~•, X'IJ~.~L ~*' Robert, fr~#;, X'Jj~:Jl (~!}iii)~'*~,~~~,-~~,~-~'~tttt]

:EIJJJ*l, li!St.¥

m4 19as ~iEi£itijtr:Jltf.J~~J11I.1ffff:&J!1illil!i& ( ~wtt:1=.1ii•~~
£rtiili*•~•~•.m~~~•~~~•l

~fl1t£ 1985 •

11]] 23

a _tLf~-?XJJi!.¥1JJt~EB•rl.

~atiE~ff:~

RW~~-~~.~~&M~~·-~--~o~-~~~-~~.m•

*'J'

••rll~~M'~~k(~~fm¥rFT~~tl~fP~. ~)ET~fl1Z.Fo~Jl.~

J¥~M~£ilflo

zFo~l'£•i:f:t. ••rl~?X1W~f11l±l!!f~~. :illif~fn~~. 1rm~fn~
iJlTi:f:t:k~.&Jt.ftB~tlt~~!frli~~~. iE~fi!!.~•A.

at3?:4-13, {t(f&IBtZ

ft• o ••rl•m~~-~-~~.~iJl.ftB~•-•·~"~.mmw
@~~~ -~~***"M~.~~M•!frlJ,a•-¥M•.f1B&*t£Jt

i:f:to

Jt•rla9.A.~~:i!!i:fll17M, ~&$~:lm3*f.4~*-*~a9~~. &~-@~

fA3ClfMH9Jill~ o 2003- 2004

• iJifiiJ i:f:t:k.Fo/FR,

~ffJ~¥IJ Tit•rll~fft

a97ltm, ~~/FB o ftm~-i. :ll.Fo-~!3Jt•rll;f§Jli!., ~t£ 2004 • 1]] s
13a9LfW_t, ~atiE~f1Ba9•~,~~.~.ftBH9Jill~~··,~-,-OO
Im, -~fJJ, *~llMx:!EL ~fi!J, ~~~3JZ o J.l~-~Lf·~~1it$, ~~-tl!:!!llf±
1it-*F itrI·m o

*#t1Lf.il:J51t, fJEnl(; T~ffJZ.!ff ff9 i:f=t*Z.1-To
Zfff,

1985-1986 ~iJJfPJ iti::k

~{f)l:jtfi:f=t*iAiRff9~{ft!Jili~f:~j:tjt:;fl~~o 1988 ~. Bob it$~i[!]i

t~IR~1J000~:!1!!ffit*~, ~iNHtffi:f=t*:!11!3*flf-~~±ffff9*~t;M~rlo *~

t.Ytlol Bob ~ffi*m~ff)fl~Wf'Xi}JfiiJ i:f=t*o
~Ji:f=t*,

J!-rJzi}JfiiJBJIJtiW-1'-Jl

(~If!

1990-1991 ~. ~{(]:p}f'X~:lft*

5)o

1998 ~4

Jl,

~{fJIDJ{tnl{;$,

Anne t£Wm56i*~itl=~. Bob :t£nl(;$I~~ (~*WlrtmJll*~) itl=~o
Bob 1!f9aJT JL{fti:f=tOOJmiitJ!?X.1TfMo tf{-fkf(]ff9lliH~""f, ~fl11£7*f:1f nl(;$!ff*
~JT)fflo 1999 ~. 5*fiiJ~?Jt~if Bob ~J)*-!Pl-&H'FWf~. ~~iH'1"$mnl"

~~~:!1!!~~~02003~.~filW~~m*~**itl=~.tfJ!~~~TiW

1-Jl

0

m5

8

·§

1990 lf:lf.1L1Jj;:~~~12all, X"tU:!Jl!~iiPffli:l 20 ~lf:*~l2a~§j;:JHt::

1985

~~*·

Bob

;t!;VifiiJi:pllJ*~*?X. ( JJjH>f J\1-~Jl),

Anne i}J

'.J'-1..---11J-

(P]1£1'X (BJB>f.-t1'-¥YJ) o

I '"""I

iit-7X*9=17c~~B51$iJ:~ff1iGtZi*~tl, :(E~~ll!

~fl1iAiRT_tt~~..A.. fb'fB57~BB~:il:!r1f o lft7cJ:lh3*#~~~1k1tfiMflH1~
..A.1$=!~ 'iit~:!Ef ,

§

:!m IE ~itfF3Crfrt6tl: o

1979 &:p~ff1fit7XiJJfPJ 9=1 IE~JJm:tE, 9=1*2t~•IJL7Cffi& ~~1to

1979 &;p~jffl, B*J:f{if:fl~$,

ff ..A.iJ;;ff .@$, ~~§ff$, *-03C$o
JVt&:p A~ nru~ ~•:£: {g1g .±{gilaJ, tM!il!.tx {g;flli*~-@., Q :fl1J\M ~~;&Bil~
-@.~BBo fb'f~1't~~~rffl>2.~Jj:*)2.~~H:P o 1985 &:p, jjittJ:llilm T l!HR
~

I

$, fA~$-W.~~$7®* (!il!.00 6, 00 7), nlt&F..A.IW;&B!lwt~1t1~ffiff(g

®*o £$1!:!Ef~¥~1!£J't:R•m~. ~rffl>2.~~lI:tE~~2t1i\
~+&:p*, 9=1*tltf'1~1t1t!A!.YE•~tt~ a Jf YJ Jfo 1985 &:p 11 JJ ~fl1
~Ji:J:t:kB>f, **1fll!lt-t1tn: 1Ef1 otin, !A!.OO 8 .. oo 9) .. *f1 .. IDH1;fll
~~Kt~~:ftn mn .. *f'1;fllggf'1$001PJjfmr&B*o :ftf1:(£jflftf;Enlt.:V:!W
0

Ji!:~tt~iEl'l,

Yii*iEl'11ilmf'1llkf-ta

ZHONGSHAN

1986~1 ~

4-8 B, ft1fliwf:Ett;M\MHT o i1Al±l-¥~t-H1<.1;f&, ~ft1i1
~*Tfi~iS.@l~~B1' ~~mn~~5'~:it!!.1JFT ( .!JlOO 10)' Z.FotE~:lJ.Ut
T - Jjf!fill'-L J!jg*-ftB<l~fl ( .!Ji!.00 11) o lltFo, m~f1£;2js:__tt9::ff ~~1f
fiiJ~{t, .R!&3tilll ~*1JJAtil fl a :if ¥!J T ~fl !;,{::It B<Jtil Im pg tm·o 1985 ~, ::It
flflr::J;f&El:Hi$iitifi~B<J-~1j\~, illlf:Eii!b~ (.!Ji!.0012) o t£~1Ir.. A1i1PJVJ
:it__t 8 :5Hx*ilt!ffi¥1JX>f J$B<J::ltJ?:Mf ( .!Ji!.00 13) o ~ft1i12003 ~.fl}J30*i1iB1,
::ltfl B~{t~jg - Jjf7J'.7f B<J!fi::kfl, fl r::l ;f&-~~~B<Jrfl-tt::kilto

•

1985 ~. :t&~f-4~* ~1J-0~~~mT'~titW:ltlR:t&m!:k~~:ltitl,
{E!~:t&1&B~£~1B~:tl, Jf~:t&PF:k~JE:f£1~Jli:ltl'1~*:lt1R~lto

:fEWm

1Ri£1f-1-Jf~iWtmim•~~~Yi'.¥:o jf~f&PF:k~:fE 1988 ~1t1Vto 1985

~. :t&~f4~*Jl.;ffiJ!±~mtf~.'<'R. JE:f£$1lt~±~mtf~,'<'Ro 1999 ~
1H~ T 1f !IW~ ~

;tt:f:i~:flllf .*~if ±~mtftl,i;'R o

OO·=tH'ifffJX>f
~Jr, IIBfk Tif~it~{Jtiifk, ;it{il!~ltilt-tf!:Jik~tl~tlJl;IWtJE:tE~llifl o ~
tit~ ffeli1:{fJt!S 1'1tit!m tit~~ BJr J3 #i!Jt19J~ B o
1985 ~. ~titJE:fE:!itrr~,~~~i!liiinllf£Jro IB'tZJ:f:l, :tE 1985-1986
1985~, ~tit~ltiltM~~i£l:t~{f£, ~fl.Q;ff2~4~o

~faJ~fn~-1-mtJCtt~at~at:tm~9~WTEt!., 1fat~~~~tit$rEt!., :M:A~
at~~Wf Et!.-ltJ;: o ~tit~ !liP1:ffJ f5I ~f&Wf Et!.:il:il!i~ tt!,JM;;tt9~:X:m:fll~H
fk~f&J:f:l J.1:~~1£.o Bob -Mt!S~{~!IJ~~T J:t*Yf:~. 1f-7X:il!i~JT~f&WT

lit!§', ~ffJ:fE 2003 ~-tf!:il!i~J:i1-7X~f&WTEt!., !~
~:fE~itJ:f:l, WTEt!.~~T JL1-1J\at o
i£;ffft,Z,.1t1tl%? !~Wt~:ff 1985 ~. J:f:l:kft;ff-1-tit!R, ~1::m:tE:I!
1-titlR..t~o ~JT 2013 ~. B~ft~ftlll.91-tit!R, ;ltif:J{gffi)7H~=:1-tit

Et!,

{fil~~~NP~vtill!o

(t

JRflJ1*~(f{J-~jf~JRo -jc-flJ-jc=(f{J~1:${±:(:E1*~~JRJf::(:EJj~JE_l:iJl!o

:(:E 19851¥, N:ff-=ffJL,

N:fffijj~, N:fflll~{f, {~Jl:fllfi'iJJ:Eit!.i!J!ft{fJ~:iif;

:(:E-jc~&~IW~CAJfjC* !W:li:·~~12o JJ~M~lmlER:ff JLm0:ff IW~$, JL~

a:xfl1Jm~, ~Q§JEfM$~flli#¥iJJLf.l~:ti:mM'ltt~ o JAmn tB*!Wjfm.wt
xfOOJ!-~03t,~,M, JA$Mili*7l:ff-~~~IW$ifL ii'ff~ll~,

$.fJLAA

~*·~*~~~~.il:Xm~fll~ImJEIW•~~~HtET,~1:1W1:m~
14:ffTtlk*-1W~IWi. fj!ij8fil(f{J~1t~*~~~o

:l:!!!OO,

x-1"1t

19851¥~*1W~Jt&~Im

a1n11~~1W1£1t~PJt~B o -

ft1fJIW4It-?XiJJfPJtisEf:I !ft J1J*-~:1:!!!3*#~*.1:1t~m1:m~mo t£ 1985
1¥1W~-t-xiJJrPJmrBJ, ftffJ:P~'rT 900 :lGA~m o iz;i11J!~!Bf~i!ru:l:!!!3*f-4
~*j:ft(f{J, rlfuJJIJ1Wft{fJ$m#f;Jtlfill1J!~:J:t!!3*f-l-~*o fi!ft{f] rliJJit.:R~tt
~~;Jt~~1:§~.~~Jf1J!~!Bf~11*IE~•*~~~o~uW~.-fil

-1I1Ja1fJfqxrliJ ~fll IEW: 1W 1iff~1:1Wi1I~i>l ~Ji: -~~~~*tO!f fll ~JjJ}J flt
*IW~1:o~ll1~~:(:E$·~~001WIWi~•M±.~~-~J!~IW~~~:(:E
~001~~~0 JitttBH~~IPJJ!-iU>l, Jt~~'.&17-!f~i)L~: #J'.J!~~H

AtlHr'

ZJ§'4If1¥gjtf~!Wf!J,~,' ~~~(f{J~A;~JjJ}J~:(:Eu*IW-1¥lft:1:!!!3*#

~*•flt*IW~1:oal!~.a1fJ~JL:TJ!-m~£~.Jt~~.~•J!

~~~~~t:E:l:!!!3*#~**flli~rrr*,~~#fJ!~~#~~mo~I~tt

J! -~~~1Jt-jjp~ 13 ";~iH}5R~~~ (Diffendal Prize) "
ft{f]:(:EJH:*IW £il!JJ: tJii?rrm T 100 JG J!~' :1!~£~ IWtJJ!lit~tJii•J!
1000 :lGo ~ft{fJlfil¥1J~OOJ§', Bob ~{fil:(:El*J:;fflf.ilWf:bllfHW~iAiit!W Tom fll
Carolyn Wells 1JR.®T1't$o {fil{f]~p1ftJTX]i'J!-$n!, 1JJ!Jjjf£~ffl!J:b7 1000
~ft ( ~BtifiitA~ m8000 ft); 19911¥, {fil{fJN?'Xffl!J:b 1000 ~:7Go ~1¥
~fll!Will!W~i)l,

0

0

~*·•~~~~a~T:l:!!!3*#~*1W~~flla~•1WmWJoaru~~,

(f{JjlJ.ififll Anne !Wifif:(:EZJ§'tl!tfS~M~o
¥1J 19881¥, •Jjjf£~(f{Jflj,@,)E~J).jjJ~~~~. ~-~~~~~~7:1:11!
3*#~*1iff~1:1!EJiiJ o § 11tzJ§', 4It1¥a~!W~1:~t9rm:JJo3?: 4 ~, i!Zm 3
1:i!:*f4-1:f!l 1 filiiff~~o ~3?:20131¥, ~81 ~~~gjtf~7J%<Jjjf~~~o :(:E
19981¥*iJJ!ft-jczff1, ftffJ~!f 7 125 1!Ea~YE~, ~*J).jjJ~~**!Wa
Bob

e

I,...._,,..,._•

'

~~

( JA!.00 14) o :ffiii!i-?X~ 2013 1F?IHJJM, .§M~lt~i.iE.:JH!'~:fE~ffl
Jlt;r~, :HJ1F Bob tJHbS€§fft~f.fn'.1f~~~~f~:f5?/b§'.o

0

Wl.it201 2-2013f'Flt
13-~ !91

lll 14

Robert~ Anne ilil~J:P llJ:k~:'-J~:j}:tiJ;~~fi!fiW:~tf.JfflHt.l!I~

(ti 2003 lj:. I

ti 2013 lj:.)

~2oos1F.~£~~~~:t£~~~*.~n~~ru~m~~~~~~
J!~£~o tltnfil:~T~ff].X;f-TJ!~Wf~~f!ffl}ti)lo ~ff]~-:f5jf}ti;)lffi*
liiJ~tt~at~3C!il7M~~o

20051F 11 YJ, ~flli&~J*JiiJ~tl~?fE~-ffi
*-Tia:iz: q:t LlJ *~1'~~£~~~)( ftftJJMi ~ff1!3J&3*#~ ~~!frlj~~
:Dt$?XN.~f~a. :ll•:tE 2006 1F 1 YJ s a JE~JV(;iz: "1'~~£~~,, o ~111

*

0

~~i&~TiE~~q:t~::t~a:>c#, ~~~~£~~-~,liX;A~ff.o.llt

,5, £'.fri~$?X*11-~1)lo £?&~ffJ-OU:IHtT20131F 11

15),

YJ ~~i)l (JA!.00

fEl.~MIEiJJ!Jf$t~~,fff*$~W:fli&~J*~o ~fn~mJ!JJ!£~iE**

~'1t~~~*, #~fBJ*T:ttMW WJtt~~J&ffli~~~,

:1:711MfJ:ff q:t IEJ&ff!i~®!

~~~>3~$.'lt.IVJ-W;GJJo

lll 15 #J.m 2013
Jftit,

lf.~:jt::tiJ;~~~~lSltf..JJ£B!!

( Mtr:~ti~IX'-1 ~.Ill,

~f.RI, Anne, Robert, ~~' fi*~' filt~~~ia!ffl

•

19851¥, f:!Gfl1iA.iR7i&3*f-4~~Hm•.3i&tUf, ~~~-f-tt~,

!ir!tt

~--fr~mtt~,~mmtt~--~~mtt~--~~tt~--~m~tt~,~~
~irtliifL ~~~, ~lliJ, ~lkJJJ!i:*tt9ilf:J'{;fkft±, #~fiBfl1$;7MJlfL~to
'

zmtt9iJJIPJr:f13:1GfniA.iR7£$mfJiJli[, .w. T~ID.Jbi:, ~m*~rs•tt~ .. ~m
~~t/t ~ ~Jj[ttrl, fPJ f3l OO~rl~, ~fiMfJJ.tM 7 ;~ft@tt9 at:J'{;o f:!GffJ-tl!. ~ ~
*irtlrYi .. ~~~-- ~i$ft±, fr~mtt~, ~m~ttrl*1~lliitt~~.A..ftt~
~rp, i}JfQ]~t\Co

JJJ7Xa9iJJfiiJ rp,

Bob {£} fH ~1*#iJ~~ .fttnvt~, ±IHI±~~ l>t:t&l[f~

®!~. ~lk~OOtt1f*~' ~OOiWitle*~o

Jltjrt, fmif~{£}*1tt:t&l[f~~
~ rp OO#~~mtfiJ#iJ¥F~~f.Jf .ftti1t Rii o Anne -tl!.5HJ1J {£ rp :;k} fH tit IR *11* tiiJ
tit IR .fttM*r~ OOJJJ!i:13:)(1t (t{Jyt:J§i, :ttm.m 7 ~ JH~iiS tt9W:~o Anne if
itiftiJ~t\C, JJJ!i:* (.W.00 16), }ffl~i!J!~i:p,c,,, jrtiif*, tit004HtJtR.m
l>t~~~~m~m~a9*f4~.~l>t1*1tt~~~*ffM$7X~-wto

Bob 1¥.J~~
19~~s~4a, ~ili*~~-~~~e••M~•~e•~••~
~rBoh "~ili*~••t-4~•5R1lfft~"

fefF%o

tE~~. ••M~•-Ol1f

14&5R1!fft~.-~A••M~•.&A••~~-#~~R~-~-&
;~fi5R{i:ft~o ~X>j"~ffJ*lJtA-fil ~*~5R·~~~o

«tJit~ili*~lt~JL+.fflJ~.!'§••M~•ll•JL+.fflJ~z~. ~fnx>f~

ili*~~••M~••~•~•~mmomm~~-~~~d~.**~~
~~~~~lfi. N~~~!

•

Some Reflections on Our Experiences at
Sun Yat-Sen University Since 1985
Dr. Robert F. Diffendal, Jr. and Dr. Anne P. Diffendal

Introduction
Professor Zhang Ke ( 51EJilf)

,

Chairman of the Department of Earth Sciences

at Sun Yat-Sen University, has asked us to write about some of our memories from
our several visits to Sun Yat-Sen University, as part of the 2014 celebration of the

90th anniversary of the founding of the university and the creation of the
department We are very pleased to do so and to include with our written comments
copies of some photographs that we have taken during these visits. We have gone
back through our notes , books , tourist maps , photo files and other information that
we have kept as souvenirs of the wonderful times we have had at the university.
This review has enhanced our memories of how we came to be originally invited,
what experiences we had on that first and subsequent visits, and how the university
has changed in our view in the almost 35 years since we first came here in 1979.
By way of introduction, Robert goes by the nickname Bob to his friends. He
holds a PhD degree in geology from the University

of Nebraska.

Anne holds a PhD

degree in History from the University of Nebraska. Both of us are now retired.
Before his retirement Bob held the rank of Professor at the University of Nebraska- Lincoln ( UNL) and worked from 1980-2003 in the Nebra8ka Geological Survey,
a part of the university, as a Research Geologist $tudying, mapping, and reporting
on many aspects of geology in all parts of the State. Anne's last jobs were
Executive Director of the Society of American Archivists, the national professional

G

association of archivists, and an historical services consultant. Both of us have long

records of teaching, research, and publication.
We think that it might be helpful to briefly recount how we came to be
interested

iQ:-~,hina.

As an historian Anne had an interest in world history including

the long history of Chinese civilization. Bob had some interest from courses in
world history , rural sociology , and geology that he took as an undergraduate
student In 1978, just before the normalization of diplomatic relations between
China and the United States, we read that the President of the University of
Nebraska System, Dr. Ronald Roskens, was planning a trip to China in early 1979
to begin to establish exchange programs between our university and Chinese
universities. He planned to take a select group of 25 others with him. Interested
persons were invited to apply. We did and received an invitation. Our employers
at the time (Doane College for Bob and the Nebraska State Historical Society for
Anne) , gave us permission to make the trip, which took place from 15 February to
1 March 1979, departing only about six weeks after diplomatic relations had been
officially resumed between our two countries. During the trip we visited universities
in Beijing,

Nanjing,

Shanghai,

and Guangzhou.

Dr.

Roskens then and

subsequently over the next few years made exchange agreements with many Chinese
universities including Sun Yat-Sen University. Our experiences on the trip were so
positive that we hoped to be able to return to China if the opportunity arose. As it
happened, we have returned to China several times since then, many of these trips
serendipitous and unanticipated.
Bob was appointed to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln ( UNL) faculty in
1980. In 1983 he learned from university sources, including his former PhD
advisor, Professor Al Fagerstrom, that the Geology Department of Sun Yat-Sen
University was seeking two exchange professors from UNL to lecture on
sedimentology and on mineralogy and petrology as part of the University of
Nebraska/Sun Yat-Sen University exchange program. Bob submitted an application,
including a proposal for Anne's participation, to .the University of Nebraska
administrati~ll·

The application was approved at all levels and on 6 June 1984 we

received an invitation from Vice President Xia Shuzhang ( I~ ti) to lecture at
Sun Yat-Sen University for two months some time in 1986. Another UNL faculty
member was invited in 1985. We accepted the invitation and started planning for

G

the exchange, but the other faculty member postponed his visit. In April of 1985,
we received a letter from Professor Huang Yukun ( Jit 3!. ah)

,

Chairman of the

Geology Department, inviting us to give lectures later that year. We agreed and
proposed that our two-month stay would begin about 20 November and end about
17 January 1986, to which Professor Huang agreed. We arrived in Guangzhou on
22 November 1985, made our way to the University and were provided a
the hotel

comple~

room in

near the Foreign Office, where we have also stayed on all of our

subsequent visits.

Professor Huang Yukun
We first met Professor HuangYukun ( Jit.3!.ah~~) on the morning of 23
November 1985. He brought along an interpreter, Ji Xiong ( tf Ht) and two
postgraduate students, Lu Yi ( Mf i'.ii) and Chen Jiajie ( J* ~ ?.f-) , to help in
communicating. The meeting went smoothly. We felt that Professor Huang was a
wonderful man, a feeling that grew stronger with time.
Over the years Professor Huang led us on many -outstanding field trips
accompanied by other university faculty and students and hosted us at many
delicious meals along with his university colleagues and students and with his
family. Professor Huang was educated in China and the Soviet Union. He was 55
years old at the time of our first meeting. He spoke some English. He was sent to
be a cook during the Cultural Revolution, a job he enjoyed and in which he
excelled. He had personal connections in towns and villages throughout Guangdong
Province, mostly former students of the Geology Department, but also friends he
had made over the years. By our later visits he had formed an informal "Friends of
Food" group with some other retired Geology Department faculty who dined
"

together from time to time and with whom we had the pleasure to eat several times.
We were deeply saddened to learn of his death not too long after our 2003-2004
visit. We enjoyed all of our meetings- with him, his family, and friends over the
years. We last saw him on 5 January 2004 at a luncheon with his wife and
granddaughter, and other fri.ends including Lu Yi ( Mfi'.ii)

G

Chen Guoneng ( J*[Nfm), Zeng Lingchu (

~~:f]J),

Li

, Zheng Zhuo ( ~J:j!) ,
Zhaolin ('"$=:?11:.M) and
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wife , Zhang Ke ( ~lfiJ) , and Zou Heping ( fj~ *'1.lfl- ) . The meal was excellent
and the conversations were as enjoyable as always.

'

Later Visits to Sun Vat-Sen University
The serendipitous nature of our later trips is illustrated by the following lucky
events. After the 1985-1986 visit we had no plans to return to the university even
though we kept in contact with many of the faculty and students that we had met
there. Then in 1988 Bob was attending a meeting of the International Geological
Congress in Washington, D. C. where he accidentally met Professor Li Zhaolin

( *~t;M) ; then the Chair of the

Geology Department. Professor Li told Bob that

we would have to visit the University again. From that brief conversation a later
invitation led to our return for two months in 1990-1991. In April 1998 we were
scheduled to give lectures in Chengdu, Anne at Southwest Jiaotong University and
Bob at the Chengdu Institute of Technology. Bob told some of our Chinese friends
about this trip , and they insisted that we visit them in Guangzhou after we left
Chengdu. We accepted that kind offer. In 1999 Professor Zhang Ke, who was
evaluating sites in Guangdong Province, invited Bob to accompany him for a month
and to offer interpretations o{, the geology of the features they were seeing. Bob
accepted. In 2003 we were invited back to campus to lecture for two months.
Since 1985 Bob has been to Sun Yat-Sen University six times (for a total of
about eight and one-half months) , and Anne five times ( for seven and one-half
months) . Every trip has been memorable, and every one. filled with interactions
with wonderful people and with travels to beautiful places both in Guangzhou and
across the province. All of our experiences with people in other units of the
university have also been very positive , including the staff of the External or
Foreign Affairs Office of the University.

The Transformation of Sun Vat-Sen University Since 1985
The changes sirice our first visit to China in 1979 are truly remarkable. In

1979, even in Guangzhou there were few vehicles on the roads. Most people

8

walked, rode bicycles or took buses from one place to another. Most adults were
dressed in navy blue clothes with some in grey or dark green. Only babies and
small children wore colorful clothing. Foreign Exchange Certificates ( FEC) were
issued as convertible currency to visitors. By 1985 taxis were available, there were
more cars on the streets , and adults were generally wearing more colorful clothing.
More and better consumer goods filled the stores. The FECs were still In -use.
We think that the changes to the gates of Sun Yat-Sen University over the
years epitomize the changes to the university as a whole. When we arrived on
campus in November of 1985 there were four gates: the main South Gate, an East
and a West Gate, and a decrepit North Gate. The South, East, and West Gates
fronted on Xingang Road. The North Gate, the main gate to the University before
Liberation , had been deemphasized; and the South Gate had become the principal
gate of the University.
From 4 to 8 January 1986, we toured Guilin. To our surprise when we
returned to campus, the South Gate was being torn down to make way for a new,
more impressive one. This gate still stands, mostly unchanged, except that now
traffic control is located north of the entrance , inside of the campus instead of at
the gate. In 1985 the North Gate faced a pile of rubble with an unpaved trail
leading from the gate to a landing where people could take a ferry across the river
to Beijing Road. The ferry ride then cost 8 fen! By 2003 the old North Gate had
been replaced by a beautiful new one fronting on a magnificent pedestrian arcade
along the river.

In 1985 the Geology Department was housed in a building directly north of the
Geography building in the Northwest District, but ground had been broken and
construction begun on a new building nearer to the North Gate in the Northeast
District. A new radiocarbon dating laboratory was being developed for department
and university use at the Northwest site. The new bw1ding was first occupied in

1988. In 1985 the Geology Department was authorized to award Master's degrees
and was applying to offer the PhD. The PhD was authorized for students in
miner8logy, lithology, and mineral deposits in 1999.

•

In 1985 most of the campus buildings were low-rise structures of two-to-four
stories. The library building was comparatively new, there were new computer
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facilities, and other construction was completed or underway. Students and faculty
were excited by the positive changes and seemed to have good outlooks on the
future;' 1

In 1985 the University was working on needed improvements to the
infrastructure. One particular problem for us in 1985-1986 were the frequent,
unannounced power outages across parts or all of the campus, some for as long as a
day. We sympathized with the plight of faculty , staff, and students whose
computers crashed and laboratory experiments ended when these outages occurred.
Bob's lectures were generally based on slide photographs. A time or two he had to
improvise lectures when the power was out. Since then we have experienced only
one outage for a few hours at our hotel on our 2013 visit.
What other changes have occurred? There was one canipus in 1985. By 2013
there were four, three in <{uangzhou and one in Zhuhai. All of our students
attended classes on one campus in 1985. By our 2003 visit freshman and
sophomores lived and attended classes at the Zhuhai campus. In 1985 there were
no cell phones, no web, and no e-mail. Telex and land-line telephones were the
fastest ways for the foreign faculty to communicate with their families back home.
There were few cars on campus, almost all of them owned by the university. There
were several open-air food markets on campus, and chickens wandered freely
about. The south side ~f Xingang Road across from the South Gate was a major city
bus terminal with only a narrow lane going south from the station. Now cell phones
are ubiquitous, cars are everywhere, the open markets and livestock are gone, and
living conditions for the faculty , staff, and students have improved. Restaurants
are better. Compare the campus map and brochures from 1985 with later ones to
see just how much the campus has been transformed. It's amazing.

The Diffendal Prize and the Diffendal Foundation
On all of our visits, we were given money for food and other expenses.
Spending frugally on our first visit in 1985, we had 900 yuan (RMB) remaining as
the end of our stay approached. Because this money had come from the Geology
Department, .we wanted to return it in the form of a gift. We asked Professor

G

Huang Yukun ( jt Ji 1£ ) and others what the Department needed that we could
purchase. After considerable discussion, Lu Yi ( Jrmit), a post-graduate student
who had been a guide and interpreter for us, suggested establishing a prize to
encourage and reward students' efforts. While' applying to universities in the United
States to pursue studies for his PhD, he had noticed that such awards were' quite
common. Professor Huang liked this idea. And so, we hand-wrote a letter saying
that the money should be put in a bank and every year thereafter the interest on
this money be used to give a cash prize to the student -in .the department who had
done the best work in geology during the past year. In essence we created an
endowed fund like those at universities in the West We stipulated that if the idea
did not work the department could put the money to other uses. At the suggestion
of Professor Xia Fa ( I 7!) and Lu Yi (

Jrm it) ,

the award was named the

Diffendal Prize.
We added 100 yuan to bring the original amount of the prize fund to 1000.
After we returned home Bob talked about the prize with Tom and Carolyn Wells, a
cattle-ranching family he knew in western Nebraska. They thought that this was
such a good idea that they sent Bob $ 1000 (then approximately 8000 yuan) to
add to the prize; in 1991 they contributed an additional $ 1000. Over the years,
fund-raising from alumni of the Department and former prize winners has increased
the fund's principal. We have made additional contributions. Bob's sister and
Anne's brother have also donated.
By 1988 the interest on the account had grown enough so that the department
could award one prize, that to a post-graduate student, Zhang Ke (jlfjUJ). Over
the years since then the number of prizes awarded annually has increased to four,
three to undergraduates and one to a post graduate. Through 2013 about 81
students ·have received prizes. On our 1998 visit we personally signed mofe than
125 prize certificates for future prize recipients. They were still being used at our
last visit in 2013. Every year Bob has sent personal letters to each of the winners
of a prize.
By 2005 the prize fund had grown, and the University administration had

e

decided that the funds needed to be kept in the University Financial Department, a
good idea. The University asked for a letter outlining our original intentions for the
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use of the money , and we responded with a letter that was duly transferred to the
Financial Department by Professor Zhang Ke ( 5-JE

JiiJ ) . In November 2005

Professor Zhang Ke ( 5*Jii.J) sent us a draft statement on the creation· of a Diffendal
Prize Foundation at Sun Yat-Sen University.

Revisions went back and forth

between us and various Geology Department faculty and alumni. The final revisions
to the initial bylaws of the Diffendal Foundation Board were made on 5 January
2006. We received copies in Chinese and English of the bylaws and of our
appointments as pennanent members of the Board: Meetings of the Board have
been held from time to time since then.

While we have only attended the

November 2013 meeting in person, we have been kept apprised of the actions of
the Board since then. We hope that the prize fund continues to grow in the future
and that it wiJl continue to help outstanding geology students in their educations
and careers in geology in China.

Out Friends in the Geology Department and Others
In 1985 we made friends with Professors Huang Yukun
Heping ( §~ ~.ljl-) , Xia Fa ( JU!) , Qiu Yuanxi

:tW•) ,

(lift.) ,

(ft .:E Ee),

Zou

Chen Binghui ( ~

Zeng Lingchu ( ~~tu) , Ji Xiong ( ~-) , Chen Guoneng ( ~ 00 ~)

and postgraduate students Lu Yi ( Mfi'i{) , Chen Jiajie · ( ~*~) , and Zhang Ke

( 5*Jii.J) in the Geology Department; i:ind Mr. , now Dr. , Xu Guangqiu ( ilfj{;fk)
of the History Department. Subsequently we have met many other people and made
friends or renewed friendships with Professors Li Zhaolin (
Guoneng ( ~ 00 ~~)

, Zheng zhuo

:$ ~ll M ) , Chen

( ~Jj[) , He Junguo ( fiiJ ~ 00 ) , and others.

We have had many fine times with them during our trips to the university. We have
had some of them visit us in Nebraska over the years. Lu Yi ( Mfi'i{) , Chen Jiajie
(~*~),Dr. Ji Xiong (~it), and Professors Qiu Yuanxi

Guoneng ( ~
university.

00 ~ ) ,

and Zhang Ke (

5fE JiiJ )

(lift.),

Chen

have visited our home and

Our Lectures While Attached to Sun Yat-Sen University
Bob has lectured in Guangzhou and in Zhuhai ,'mostly on geological topics but
also on the U. S. educational system in general and the U.S. university and
college system. He also lectured at the Guangdong Geological Society and the
South China Sea Institute of Oceanology. Anne has given lectures on topics related
to American history and culture and conducted English conversation classes on both
campuses for students and faculty. She has lectured campus-wide and in the
History Department, the Guangzhou English Language Center ( GELC ) , the
Foreign Languages Department, and to the University Library Staff and graduate
students in archival studies and library science, as well as to the staff of the
Guangdong Provincial Archives Bureau.

Honor Given to Bob
On 4 May 1998 Bob was awarded the title of Sun Yat-Sen University Honorary
Visiting Professor attached to the Geology Department by a University Administrator
and Professor Chen Guoneng ( ~ 00 ~)

, Chair of the department.

At that time he

was one of only 14 non-Sun Yat-Sen University faculty attached to the department
and the only non-Chinese in both the department and the College of Earth and
Environmental Sciences. This was a great honor and is still greatly appreciated.

Congratulations
We offer congratulations to the University and to the

Departme~t

occasion, and best wishes for a wonderful anniversary celebration.
upcomin~ decades

be as fruitful as the most recent ones have been.

on this

May the

